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Expertise

Thomas Zemp has been a partner of Holenstein Brusa
(formerly Holenstein attorneys-at-law) since 2002. He
advises and represents supervised institutions on
banking and financial market regulation, including li-
censing, supervisory and enforcement proceedings, on
mergers and acquisitions, on restructuring, insolvency
and estate proceedings, on IT and ICT law, including fi-
nancial technology, data law and digitalisation, and on
sanctions and regulatory compliance. He regularly
conducts internal and regulatory investigations, in
particular into compliance breaches, whistleblowing
reports and allegations against directors and offic-
ers, and is also familiar with proceedings before the
supervisory authority from the perspective of an ap-
pointed agent. He also acts as external legal coun-
sel to multinational companies and SMEs, and ad-
vises entrepreneurs and boards of directors on cor-
porate, contract and employment law matters, on
succession planning and on corporate governance.
A focus of his practice is to prepare clients for regu-
latory developments at an early stage, in particular
sanctions, data law, digital assets and the use of ar-
tificial intelligence in business.

Preferred Areas of Practice

=  Banking and Financial Market Regulation; FINMA
Proceedings

= IT/ICT Law; Data Law, Financial Technology and
Digital Assets

= Mergers & Acquisitions; Corporate and Employment
Law; Corporate Governance and Succession Plan-
ning, including tax aspects

=  White-Collar Crime; Sanctions; Compliance; Investi-
gations

= International Mutual Legal Assistance, including tax
matters

=  Restructuring and Insolvency Law
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Focus in Practice (Selection)

Representation of banks and financial intermedi-
aries in supervisory and enforcement proceed-
ings; mandates as an agent appointed by the
authorities

External compliance officer of financial interme-
diaries

Advice on cross-border financial services and
securities lending

Advising on international sanctions and sanc-
tions compliance

Advising on data law, digitalisation and the use
of artificial intelligence in business

Advising entrepreneurs and SMEs on succes-
sion planning, reorganisations and governance
matters

Internal investigations for companies and public-
law entities, including the representation of
board members

External Group Legal Counsel to major IT/ICT
and industrial companies

Acting for a leading data centre provider on the
acquisition of a data centre from an internation-
ally listed insurer

Advising an international financial group in the
defence of a claim with a high amount in dispute
before the High Court of Justice in London

Sale of a start-up company to a listed German
company

Advising Swiss subsidiaries of an international
listed telecommunications company in relation to
complex financing matters (high-yield debt issu-
ances, secured loans, equity offerings, venture
capital and private equity)

Litigation in international mutual legal assistance
matters

Acting on complex estate and bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, including cross-border matters


mailto:zemp@hol-law.ch

Education and Experience

since 2020: Managing Partner

since 2001: board memberships in banking, asset
management and technology companies, including
audit, risk and compensation committees

since 2002: Partner at Holenstein Brusa

(formerly Holenstein attorneys-at-law)

1998-2000: Swiss Tax Academy

1997-2002: Associate at Holenstein Brusa
(formerly Holenstein attorneys-at-law)

1991-1997: Trainee and associate at a commercial
law firm in Zurich

1993: Admitted to the Bar (Zurich)

1986-1990: University of St. Gallen, School of Law

Languages

German
English
French

Memberships

Zurich Bar Association (ZAV);

Swiss Bar Association (SBA)

International Bar Association (IBA)

SRO Association for Quality Assurance of Financial
Services (VQF), Zug

swissVR; Swiss LegalTech Association



